US History

2013-2014

Instructor: Marissa Montano
Phone:  527-9330
e-mail:  mmontano@lcps.k12.nm.us
online grade book: http://parentvue.lcps.k12.nm.us/
Tutoring available: lunch
REQUIRED TEXT:  Danzer, Gerald A., et al.  The American’s - Reconstruction to the 21st Century 

(Evanston, ILL: McDougal Littell, 2005)
Course Description
Welcome to U.S. History!  This course examines the major turning points in American history beginning with the events leading up to the Civil War and Reconstruction, the impact of the frontier, the changing nature of business and government, World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the growth of the United States as a world power, the Cold War and the struggle to achieve class, ethnic, racial, and gender equality.
Course Outline

1st Quarter

REVIEW OF CAUSES/ISSUES OF CIVIL WAR

RECONSTRUCTION 

1.Explain the changes that occurred in society as a result of Reconstruction 

INDUSTRIAL  REVOLUTION 

1. Analyze the transformation of the American economy and the changing social and political conditions in the United states in response to the industrial revolution

a. Rise of business leaders and their companies 

b. Development of monopolies and their impact on economic and political policies -
c. Urbanization 

d. Efforts of workers to improve working conditions 

e. Rise and effect of reform movements 

f.  Progressive reforms 
2nd Quarter 

ISOLATIONSISM/INTERVENTION/IMPERIALISM 

1. Analyze the United states expanding role in the world during the late 19th and 20th centuries to include the following: 

a. U.S. expanding influence in the western hemisphere

i. Roosevelt corollary added to the Monroe doctrine, the “big stick” policy, Taft’s “dollar diplomacy” The Panama Canal
WORLD WAR I

b. Events that led to the U.S. involvement in the WWI 

c. United States mobilization in WWI 

d. U.S. impact on the outcome of WWI, U.S. role in settling the peace 
3rd Quarter

1920’s,1930’s and New Deal 
1. Analyze the major political, economic and social developments that occurred between WWI and WWII.

a. Social liberation and conservative reaction during the 1920’s 

b. Causes of the Great Depression 

c. Human and natural crises of the Great Depression 

d. Changes in policies, role of government and issues that emerged from the New Deal – 

WORLD WAR II 

2. Analyze the role of the U.S. in WWII

a. Reasons the United States moved from isolationism to involvement in WWII -

b. Events on the home front to support the war effort 
4th Quarter

2. Major turning event in the war – US involvement in WWII -

3. Analyze the impact of WWII and the cold war on U.S. foreign and domestic policy

a. Origins, dynamics and consequences of the cold war tensions between the U.S. and the Soviet Union 

b. New role of the United States as a world leader 

c. Cold War at Home

d. Red Scare 

e. External confrontations with communism 

f. Sputnik and the space race 

g.  Image of 1950’s affluent society 

h.  Political protests of Vietnam war 

i.  Counter culture of the 1960’s 

4. Role of technology in the information age 

a. Communication- Radio, TV, Internet

b. Space – NASA – Shuttles
Classroom Rules

SUPPLIES NEEDED:  
1.   Binder and Spiral Notebook – We will be taking notes almost daily, use a spiral notebook for all your notes.  Use your binder for all class work and returned work.

DO NOT THROW OUT ANY RETURNED WORK

2.  All assignments must be turned in using either blue or black ink pens.

3.  Colored Pencils

4.  Highlighters
STUDENT ASSISTANCE:  If you are in need of extra help during the semester, I am in my classroom during lunch.  You are always welcome to come in.  Also, Mr. Montoya room A234 will be available every morning, lunch and afterschool by appointment,
CHEATING and/or PLAGIARISM:  

All class work must be your own. The faculty and administration do not approve of cheating or plagiarism in any form.  If a student is caught cheating, the student will receive a zero for the assignment and a parent conference may be held.  The student may lose credit and may be removed from class. 

DISRUPTIVE AND INAPPROPRITE BEHAVIOR:  

Each disruptive offence - (non-compliance, rudeness, inappropriate behavior/language, fighting, failure to bring required texts/materials to class, etc.) will be considered on a case-by-case basis depending on the situation and other determining factors.  Consequences may include, but will not be limited to:

•
Verbal warning in class

•
Revised seating arrangements

•
Student/teacher conferences

•
Parent guardian contacts

•
Detention referral

•
Referrals to school administration

•
ISS (In School Suspension)

•
OSS (Out of school Suspension) 

•
Expulsion

FOOD/DRINKS:  

Please no food or drink in class. You may have bottled water if you would like. 

CELL PHONES/I-Pods etc.:

Cell phones are to be turned off during instruction unless class activity involves the use of your phone.   Violators will be subject to disciplinary action that may result in loss of privilege.
Daily Work Expectations
Class lectures and activities will provide information and details of topics. Students will be required to take notes, and participate in class discussions and activities.  We will be using both primary and secondary resources to enhance the topics discussed in class.  Class participation is mandatory. Phrases such as I don’t know or I do not have an opinion will not be acceptable answers. 

Attendance and Make Up Work

You only have 4 absences, excused or unexcused per semester.  From time to time missing class cannot be helped, but you really need to be in class unless you are absent for a school related event or you are sick. Be sure to bring an excuse to the attendance office for your absence within 3 days or it will be an unexcused absence. 

Remember – A student may not be given credit for a class unless the student is in attendance for at least 90% of the days the class is offered.  A student who attends fewer than 90% of the days the class is offered will be referred to an attendance review committee.  The attendance review committee will review all factors to determine if credit will be awarded.  This minimum attendance requirement would not impact the acceptance of credit awarded through alternative channels.

MAKE-UP WORK:

If you are absent you can make up the work for full credit.  You have two days for each day that you are absent to request and complete any missed assignments.   If you know you will be absent due to a school-sponsored activity, please let me know as soon as possible so we can work something out.  It is your responsibility to get your missed work.

Grading

Your grade will be based on class participation, homework, essays, written work, reports, presentations, projects, quizzes, and tests.  It is very important that you turn your work in on time. 

Grading Scale:

A = 90-100   Superior mastery of material

B= 80-89      Above average mastery of material

C= 70-79      Average mastery of material

D = 60-69     Below average mastery of material

F = 0-59        Failure to master enough basic knowledge to pass

Your semester grade will be as follows: 


1st nine weeks 40% of final grade


2nd nine weeks 40% of final grade

Comprehensive final exam 20% of final grade

To succeed in this class, complete ALL assignments! I occasionally assign extra credit.   This is a privilege. Do not assume that you are entitled to it. Furthermore, if you have missing assignments you will not be eligible for extra credit until all assigned work has been submitted. All handouts and work (in progress and returned) are to be kept in students’ binders. Do not throw anything away!
Late Work and Retake Policy
No assignments will be accepted late.  Develop a good work ethic and take care of business.  Plan ahead!  Failure to turn in an assignment will result in a ZERO. 
Student name: ________________________

Class Period: ________

I have received and read the course syllabus for US History.  Please feel free to contact 
Mrs. Montaño if you have any questions at anytime during the semester.

Student Signature: _______________________
Date: ___________________

Parent Signature: _______________________
Date: ___________________

